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.and Lucatello’s) will shortly appear in the oflicial "Atti" 
and cannot fail to interest the profession.

April llth. 
___ ___ ___ 

VIENNA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Trional.
DR. DRESS has published in the Medicinische PPesse an

- article on trional in which he claimed for this remedy advan-
tages not possessed- by other hypnotics. On account of its
solubility it acts more quickly than sulphonal, and it pro-
duces a sleep which lasts from six to eight hours and is
seldom followed by unpleasant symptoms. In one case a
cumulative effect was observed, the explanation being the
bad condition of the patent. Trional has no disadvantageous
inffnence on the disintegration of albumin in the organism,
thereby differing from chloral hydrate, which ail’ects both
the heart and bloodvessels. According to Dr. Dress the dose
should not exceed 2 grammes (= 31 grains). Sleep of eight
hours’ duration may be obtained in all cases where wake-
fulness is due to pain, but in neurasthenic sleeplessness a dose
of 1 gramme (= 152L grains) is sufiicient. Trional must not be
taken dry, but always with about 100 c.c. (= 3 iluid ounces)
of warm liquid, and the patient may drink mineral
waters in order to increase the alkalinity of his blood. Dr.
Dress has employed trional in 30 cases, including 19 adults
and 11 children. In the adults the sleeplessness was due in
,one case to neurasthenia, in 2 to hysteria, in 1 to phlegmon
of the hand, in 3 to arthritis, in 3 to lumbago, in 1 to prurigo,
in 1 to neuralgia of the fifth nerve, in 1 to the results of a I
burn, in 2 to intercostal neuralgia, in 1 to carcinoma of the
womb, and in 3 to pulmonary phthisis. Among the children
it was due to otitis in 3 cases, to meningitis in 1 case, to
night-terrors in 2 cases, to chorea in 1 case, to enteritis in 2
cases, to pneumonia in 1 case, and to furuncle of the ear in
1 case. For the adults the dose varied from 1 gramme
(= 151/2 grains) to 1’5 grammes (= about 23 grains), and for
children from 0’2 gramme (= about 3 grains) to 0-8 gramme
12 grains). In 28 cases sleep occurred after twenty
minutes, but in 2 cases-those of phlegmon and enteritis-
it came on only after three hours, and the patients com-
plained of giddiness, tinnitusaurium, and nausea. In these
instances the drug had not been taken in the manner
,directed.

’< "

-Pscudo-hemisystotis.

At a meeting of the Medical Society of Prague Dr. Hering
- described the case of a female patient who had been
.admitted to the hospital with insufficiency and stenosis of
the mitral valves and insufficiency of the tricuspid valves.
The apex beat was in the sixth intercostal space, the radial
pulse was frequent, irregular in rhythm and intensity, and
very small. There was also pulsation of the jugular and sub-
clavian veins and of both saphenous veins, the venous pulse
alternating with the arterial. Dr. Hering has named this
state "pseudo-hemisystolis." Though the occurrence of this
condition has not hitherto been satisfactorily ascertained, it
may nevertheless be supposed that under pathological cir-
.cumstances the contraction of both ventricles does not take

place at the same time. The temporary decrease of the
volume of the pulse may be due to both the acceleration of
the heart’s action and to the trifling quantity of blood in the
arteries, whereas the venous pulse is produced by the fact
that owing to the insufficiency of the tiicuspid valves a
quantity of blood is driven back into the auricle during each
- systole of the right ventricle, and thus a wave is produced in
the venous trunks.

Female Medical Practioners.

The Minister for Public Instruction has just issued a

.decree relative to the recognition of diplomas obtained by
women from foreign universities. In order to be admitted to

practice in Austria the female candidate must be an Austrian
citizen and must be at least twenty-four years of age. She
must also have passed the full examination (Reifezeugnis) of
.an Austrian gymnasium and must have attended a five years’
course in a medical school, the requirements of which are
equal to those prevailing in Austrian universities. ln every
cae the professors of the university to which the candidate
will be admitted have to decide the question of her admission
.nnd the result is to be reported to the Ministry. If admitted

the candidate is required to pass all the examinations with
the exception of those in zoology, botany, and mineralogy.

I)cat7t of Professor Josef Spaeth.
Professor Spaeth, the celebrated Vienna obstetrician, died

on March 29th in the seventy-third year of his age and about
ten years after he had retired from academical life. He was
born at Bozen, in the Tyrol, in 1823, was appointed assistant
at the School of Midwifery in the Josef Academy in 1855,
was promoted to the ordinary professorship in 1855, and in
1873 became chief of the obstetrical clinic, where he remained
until 1886. From the long list of his scientific works I need
quote only his " Clinical Gynaecology and Midwifery," Out-
lines of Gyn&aelig;cology." and "Text-book of Obstetrics for
Midwives." In 1876 he was elected rector of the university.
Professor Spaeth was not only an excellent teacher, but also
a benevolent man, who practically exemplified his principles
by bequeathing his entire fortune to the Society of Sick
Students. The funeral was attended by a great many leading
medical men, and his pupil, Professor Schanta, eulogised the
merits of the deceased.

The Salaries of Medical Teachers.
According to a Bill which has just been submitted to

Parliament the Government intends to augment the salaries
of the professors. Hitherto there have been three scales-
namely, 180 a year for the professors in Vienna, E166 for
those in Prague, and &pound;155 for those in other towns, the
professor also receiving fees for his lectures. In Austria
lectures are delivered five times a week and the fees are

fixed at 10s. 6d. a half-year. Teachers have now the choice
between the above salaries with the fees for lectures and the
augmented salary, with gratuitous lectures, which has been
fixed at &pound;266, &pound;300, and &pound; 333. "Extraordinary" teachers
will be paid &pound;133 and the privat-docents will be unpaid as
hitherto.

April 12th. 
________________

RUSSIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Moultan Murder and the Votiaks.
No medico-legal case of recent years in Russia has given

rise to so much discussion and to so many and such diverse

expressions of opinion as the trial and sentence of seven
Votiaks for what is generally spoken of as the Moultan
murder. Although the events which led to the trial occurred
four years ago the matter is still as hotly discussed as though
they had happened yesterday, in this respect resembling an
equally notorious case at home. The intemperate expressions
of opinion over the sentence on Mrs. Maybrick (a sentence
passed nearly six years ago, and yet even now the subject
of controversy in England and of interpellations in the
American Senate) find their exact analogue in the articles
and letters to the press which attempt to re-try the convicted
Votiaks sentenced for the Moultan murder. The facts of
that murder may be briefly stated. On May 6th (18th), 1892,
the dead body of a Russian peasant was found in a marshy

_ _ .!- - - __ _ 

spot near the village of Moultan, III the government of 

Viatka (in European Russia). The head had been cut off
from the body and was not found ; several dorsal vertebr&aelig;
had been removed so as to enlarge the opening into the
thorax, and through this opening all the thoracic viscera
had been extracted. There was some evidence to show
that the victim had been suspended head downwards
before life was extinct, in order to collect the blood flowing
from an opening made into the abdominal veins. These
circumstances led the authorities to conclude that the
murder had been committed with a religious object, and
that the blood and viscera had been thus obtained for the
purposes of some rite of the nature of a sacrifice to heathen
deities. Seven men, mostly but not all Votiaks, were tried
and sentenced to varying terms of imprisonment. The case
was tried a second time on appeal, but without affecting
the result, and the convicted, or those which survive (for
some are stated to have died since the trial), are now

working out their sentence. The case is one of the highest
medico-legal interest, but it would be impossible heie to
even mention the countless points which have led to dis-
cussion and to the formation of most opposite opinions even
by experts. These points may be roughly classified as

medico-legal and ethnological or anthropological. In the

last number of the Vratch Professor Bellin sets out at
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full length the medico-legal points, and comes to the con-
clu;ion that the necropsy was made so long (one month)
after the murder that even the cause of death could not be
ascertained, and his opinion is that the murder was an

ordinary one and that the removal of the head and viscera
was accomplished some days after death with the object of
throwing suspicion on the Votiaks, who have frequently been
charged with offering human sacrifices. The ethnological
evidence on this last point is equally conflicting. M. Koro-
lenko, a well-known writer, recently read a paper on this
subject at a meeting of the Anthropological Society in the
Academy of Medicine. He came to exactly the same con-
clusion, and further stated that no charge of human sacrifice ’’

had ever been substantiated against the Votiaks. On the other
hand, a M. Poplavski, in an article in a lay paper, quotes
several instances occurring in the last two decades where the
evidence of human sacrifice was certainly very strong, if not
conclusive,’ and mentions people now living who could
corroborate his statements. Altogether the question is not
unlike that of the charges of murder of Christian children
brought against the Jews in the middle ages, and even now
revived occasionally in some highly anti-Semitic corners of
the Continent. Unfortunately no miraculous alma 9-eden?p-
toris broke from the dead lips of the murdered Russian
peasant at Moultan to set at rest for ever the secret of his
fate. It would be idle to speculate on the nature of that
secret. In the presence of conflicting statements on both
sides, and in the absence of the detailed evidence, which,
however, twice satisfied the Russian courts of justice as to
the guilt of the accused, it is impossible to form an unbiased
opinion.

The Russian Ambulance Corps for Abyssinia.
The ambulance corps organised by the Russian Red Cross

Society to proceed to Abyssinia in aid of the sick and
wounded Abyssinians left St. Petersburg last week. A large
crowd collected at the station and loudly cheered the expedi-
tion as the train started. Telegrams from Odessa announce
the safe arrival there of the corps, and before these words

appear in print it will be well on its way to Port Said,
whither it is being conveyed on board the volunteer steamer
Rosaicc. The expedition consists of ten medical men, six
feldschers, twenty sisters of mercy, three agents. and one
priest, and it is well supplied with provisions sufficient for
three or four months. The Italians have consented to allow
the expedition to pass through their African territory. Next
week a similar but smaller corps is to be sent by the same
society to Naples to aid in nursing the invalided Italians.
April 13th. 

_________________

PHILADELPHIA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The University of Pennsylvania.
THE medical faculty of the University of Pennsylvania

recently submitted a recommendation to the board of trustees
of the University to the effect that, beginning with the year
1896, the entrance requirements of the medical department
be increased, and, further, that they should be increased
annually thereafter until 1899, by which time they will have
become the same as those required by the department of
arts. It is also proposed to make the tuition fee$200
instead of$150 per annum. The Harvard Medical Faculty
have recently adopted a rule, to become operative in June,
1901, making it necessary for candidates to the medical

department to have a degree in arts, science, literature,
philosophy, or medicine from a recognised college or

scientific school. An effort is being made to establish a
fellowship in anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania as a
memorial to the late Dr. Joseph Leidy.

Jefferson Medical College.
Dr. George Dock of Ann Arbor, Mich., having declined

the chair of Pathology and BactEriology in the Jefferson
Medical College, it was tendered to, and accepted by, Dr.
W. M. L. Coplin, a former demonstrator in the institution,
but recently Professor of Pathology in the Vanderbilt
University, Tennessee.

I I E, i2z otion Products." ’

The Biblical expression, "Though your sins be as

searlct," would seem to have s-)me foundation in fact if
we believe the claims made by Dr. Gates, who says

that the various human emotions and passions, good
and bad, result in the formation of definite secretions.

These, circulating in the blood, act upon the brain and thus.
cause vice or virtue. He believes that they are excreted
with the perspiration, in which they can be shown by
chemical tests. He says he had isolated forty emotion
products." Vice and virtue give rise respectively to poisonous,
or beneficial products, " but the worst of all these secretions
is that of guilt." Dr. Gates states that if some of the

perspiration of a person ’’ suffering from conscious guilt" be-
mixed in a test tube with a few drops of selenic acid a pink
colour will result.

The New Photography.
Interest in the "x" rays seems unabated, judging from

the frequent reference made thereto by the daily papers and
the periodicals. Several enterprising tradesmen of this city
have the apparatus at work in their shop windows, and
popular lectures on the subject are being given for the benefit
of churches and other institutions. Some very excellent
work has been done by Mr. Goodspeed and Dr. Cattell,
however. Dr. Dalley and Dr. Egbert have been experimenting
with a view to finding whether or not the x rays exist in
sunlight. They used an ordinary photographer’s printing
frame, in which was fitted a sheet of aluminium 1/27th of
an inch in thickness. Under this was placed a positive
plate or lantern slide, and next a sensitive unexposed
plate. The frame was then b3,cked with lead foil
and tightly closed. It was then exposed to sunlight for two.
hours. A fair negative was obtained, although slightly over
exposed. The positive plate was next replaced by a negative
one and the time of exposure reduced to one hour. A better

picture than the first was obtained, but it was found that
the best results were yielded by an exposure of twelve
minutes. Other experiments were made in which the
aluminium was replaced by cardboard, vulcanite, and black
paper, giving fairly good results in each case. These ex-

periments would seem to indicate the need of care in tiie
making of plate holders.

Obituary.
GEORGE F. STAINTHORPE, M.R.C.S. ENG., L.R.C.P. EDIN-
THE death of Mr. Stainthorpe of Newcastle at his

re-idence, Benwell Old Lodg’e, at the age of seventy-four,
will he much regretted by a large circle of friends, private
and professional. This highly respected member of the

medical profession was a Hexham man by birth, and obtained
the diploma of the Royal College of Surgeons of England in
1854. He was chosen as a lecturer to the old Newcastle
School of Medicine, and in 1859 became L.R.C.P. Edin. He

commenced practice in the western part of Newcastle, and
as that end of the town developed his practice became pro-
portionally large and important. He was a kind and capable
medical attendant, with whom many of his patients formed
bonds of permanent attachment, while a certain reserve of
manner was noticeable in him only when dealing with
strangers. Some ten years ago he removed from the neigh-
bourhood of the Cattle-market to Eldon-square, and two
years later he decided to retire. He was attended during a
lingering illness by Dr. Thomas Stainthorpe of Hexham, his
brother, and Mr. Richard Ellis of Bye-hill.

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.-The
death of the following eminent medical man is an-

nounced :&mdash;Dr. L. Didelot, Proffeseur Agr&eacute;g&eacute; of Physics in
the Medical Faculty of Lyons.

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.-A new and cheaper-
edition of " Home Nursing and How to Help in Cases of
Accident," by Samuel Benton, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., &c., will
be published next week by Messrs. Abbott, Jones and Co.-
The Rebman Publishing Company. Limitcd, 11. Adam-
street. Strand, have in the press for publication a serial
work exemplifying the uses of the new phorography in
niedical and surgical diagnosis, entitled "Archives of

Clinical Skiagraphy," by Sydney Rowland.


